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Medication Policy
Here at Hayley’s Little Heroes, we are happy to administer some non prescribed medications such as calpol, teething gel etc to your child, providing you sign a parental consent form prior to us administering the medication. 
Below is a full list of non prescribed medications that we keep on site in a locked medicine cabinet in the office.. 
· Calpol
· Nurofen (Ibuprofen) 
· Asthma Kit
· Piriton/Piriteze
These medications are also listed on our parental consent forms for review by parents when you sign our contracts. 
Permission forms will be regularly reviewed to ensure that there are no changes, for example a child may no longer be able to take some medications, or may need an additiional form. 
It is vital that you inform us at Hayley’s Little Heroes if your child has been given any medication prior to arrival on site, We will need to know what medication was given and the dosage and the time.
Hayley’s Little Heroes will ensure that all medication given to us will be stored correctly and we will check that it is within its expiry date prior to adminitering. If your child has any acute allergies and carries/ needs an epi pen, or if your child takes any regular medication then please discuss this with a staff member or a manager prior to your child’s start date. Some staff may require additional training in order to adminster medication to your child and this is the best way to ensure that we are adequately prepared to properly care  for your child. 
Where a child is prescribed antibiotics you will be asked not to attend the setting for 24 hours, possibly 48 Hours if they have never had the prescribed medication before, this is incase they have any reactions to the medication, or to prevent the spread of infection to other children. We will follow the guidance as set out by the HPA Health Protection Agency, where they detail the most common infections and diseases and reccomended periods for which children shoud be kept away from school/nursery. 
All medications given to Hayley’s Little Heroes must be in its original bottle/ container and not decanted into another. It must have the manufacturers guidelines on it and any prescribed medicicatons must have the correct details of doctor/pharmacy/dentist or health proffesional on. Should any of the details on the prescription labels be incorrect, regardless of if this is a spelling mistake, Hayley’s Little Heroes will not be able to administer the  medication to your child.
When administering medications we will record the course of the medication, along with the date, time and dosage administered on the babysdays system, and request a parental/guardian digital signature at the ennd of the course. 
At Hayley’s Little Heroes we adhere to the requirments of the EYFS when administering medicines, both prescribed and non prescribed. In October 2016 The Department For Education (DFE) clarified the rules of administering medication as the EYFS itself was a little ambiguous and caused some confusion. The DFE issued the following statement. 
This article seeks to clairfy the current guidance on administering medicines in early years settings. Paragraph 3.43 of the EYFS states that, medicines must not usually be administered unless they have been prescribed. This means that it must not be usual practice for an early years provider to administer without permissions to do so, and that all medicines both prescription and non precriptions have to have been prescribed by a doctor,dentist nurse or pharmacist.
For example:- a provider cannot decide for themselves that a particular child needs to have a pain or fever reliever. Both prescription and non prescription medicines can only be administered where written consent has been obtained from the child’s parent or carer. Providers should not expect parents to make uneccessary appointments with their doctor to obtain prescriptions for medicines (other than for meds that contain asparin!) that can normally be obtained from a chemist. When the EYFS is next ammended the DFE will use the opportunity to clarify the section on medicines so that this is clear. 
Emergency Medications
As mentioned above, Hayley’s Little Heroes does have emergency medications on site in the event that a child needs it.
We understand that children can suffer with pain or fever for a multitude of reasons, the most common amongst young children is when teething or following vaccinations etc, so in these instances where we believe that this may be a factor we will be able to administer the above medications for pain and fever relief, or following an allergic reaction. 
Attendance and pain relief medicines: If a child requires pain relief medication (for example, Calpol or Ibuprofen) to get through the day, they must not attend nursery. 
We may administer pain relief for teething pain (and where appropriate following vaccinations) with prior written parental consent; however, any fever or illness where a child needs medication in order to attend will result in the child being refused entry on arrival and the parent/guardian will be asked to take the child home. 
This is to help prevent the spread of illness and to reduce instances of staff and other children becoming unwell.
However, this does come with the following stipulations.
· Parents MUST sign permission for emergency purposes alongside the childs nursery registration documents in order for senior staff to administer in these instances.
· Staff will NOT administer where it has been less than 4 hours following the child’s arrival at nursery without parental consent incase any medication has been administered prior to arrival to the setting (Except where the parent has informed nursery at drop off!)
· If the child’s temp does not reduce following the administering of emergency relief, parents must collect their child promptly from nursery. 
· Should symptoms persist for more than 3 days parents will be required to keep their child away from the setting and seek medical advice from their GP as stautory guidance states that any fever or continuous use of the above medications for more than 3 days should only be continued following proper advice from a medical proffessional.
· Should parents wish to decline the above emergency medications, this is their right to do so, however as a responsible provider, nursery must follow STATUTORY guidance as set out in the EYFS, HPA, HSE states that any child with a persistent fever of 38 or above should be given paracetamol or ibuprofen for relief and kept at home and comfortable til symptoms disperse or the child has been fever free for 24 hours. Therefore due to this statutory guidance where a child who does not have permission for emergency medication has a fever of 38 or above the parent will be required to collect their child from the setting without delay and the child must be fever free for a minimum of 24 hours beforereturning to the setting. 
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